[Two cases of acute disseminated encephalomyelitis with lesions in the thalamus or basal ganglia on MRI].
Lesions in the thalamus or basal ganglia have rarely been reported in acute disseminated encephalomyelitis (ADEM). We experienced 2 cases of ADEM, in which MRI showed lesions in the thalamus or basal ganglia. Case 1, a 4-year-old boy, had gait disturbance, hyperesthesia and hyperreflexia. MRI (T2 weighted image) showed multiple high intensity areas in the right frontal lobe, bilateral parietal lobes and bilateral thalami. Case 2, a 4-year-old girl, complained of gait disturbance following a febrile episode, and displayed hyperreflexia. Several days later, she had visual disturbance of the left eye. MRI (T2 weighted image) revealed multiple high intensity areas in the dentate nucleus of left cerebellum, left occipital lobe, bilateral caudate nuclei, and the anterior part of bilateral lenticular nuclei. In both cases, CT could not demonstrate these lesions. Both of them were treated with corticosteroid and recovered rapidly. They had no recurrence. MRI is useful in diagnosis and follow-up of ADEM and may reveal lesions other than cerebral or cerebellar white matters.